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Minutes of Meeting, Tuesday October 6th 2009, Drayton Old Lodge, Drayton, Norwich.
Present:
Sue Woodruff
Chris Ball



Adrian Lemmon
Dee Kelly



Sunil Sharma
Brian Symonds



Ben Ampomah
Tim Hunt

Sue Smith 

Gill Mott
Also Present: Tony Dean (Executive Officer), Rebekah Woodruff (Administration Assistant), Lauren Dyble (Administration Assistant), Ian Small (NHS Norfolk), Gordon Edwards (NHS Norfolk)
Apologies for Absence- Sarah Mapes and Lyndon Whyatt
All previous declarations of interest stand.
Before the main meetings the Committee was informed that Adrian Lemmon has requested to stand down as Treasurer. SW thanked him for his service. CB had indicated that he would take over, at least until the new Committee is formed in 2010. This was approved by Committee. Larking Gowan are to finalise 2009 year-end and bring accounts/payroll up to date, and CB will then take over.

Extraordinary General Meeting to Amend the Constitution of the Norfolk Local Pharmaceutical Committee:

SW opened the meeting and outlined the proposed changes to the LPC Constitution. A vote from present independent contractors was then held and added to the postal votes already received. Significantly more than two thirds of votes were in favour. The new Constitution was accepted."
Annual General Meeting

1) Minutes of the previous AGM were received and approved.

Proposed: Chris Ball, Seconded: Adrian Lemmon
2) Presentation and Adoption of the Annual Report and Financial Statement April 2008 to March 2009.

Chairpersons report – SW evaluated.
Thanks to contractors for uptake of Smoking Cessation and Chlamydia services and handling of H2N1 pandemic measures (antiviral collection service).
TD Pleased with increase in contractor support (newsletters & website etc). Reminder of LPC posts still to fill. The report was accepted by the Committee as a fair representation of the year.
Proposed: Chris Ball, Seconded: Ben Ampomah
Financial Statement: Prepared by Larking and Gowen – summarized by AL. Levies were increased towards the end of year. The possibility of a future levy holiday was suggested due to fund availability.This will be reviewed and actioned if possible in early 2010. Increases were mostly in line with inflation. PSNC charges paid early so appear on last year’s statement. The financial statement was approved by the Committee.
Proposed: Tim Hunt, Seconded: Sunil Sharma, Vote: Unanimous 
Meeting of the Norfolk Local Pharmaceutical Committee, October 2009

1. To Receive and Approve the Minutes of the Last Meeting.

Proposed: Ben Ampomah, Seconded: Sunil Sharma
2. Matters Arising, not dealt with elsewhere.

IS investigated the costs of Sonar Infomatics It solution to enhanced service reporting. Costs would be £15,000 initially which was deemed excessive.
TD: Health Checks still aimed at GP practices initially as PCT have been given a target they must reach quickly, however this may change towards April 2010, when new services roll out and bid will be put in by the LPC on behalf of community Pharmacy.

SW raised the matter of NHS email. IS was concerned with Co-op holding out, TD believed this to be an issue with all CCA members because of IT issues regarding corporate email rules and security. CCA is liaising with Connecting for Health nationally on this. Health Checks may required NHS email as requirement in future, as it is the only approved way of securely passing patient details to GPs electronically.
                                Action Section:

      3. Presentation: Improving Medicine Administration in Patients with Swallowing Difficulties- J.Kelly / Dr D.Wright, UEA.

J Kelly explained the new study which is to be held at the Norfolk and Norwich hospital - See hand outs. Dr Wright requested an article in the LPC newsletter to raise awareness of study. TD approved the inclusion of an article. The study is small scale but the support of pharmacists was felt to be important. 
4.  TAG Representation.

CB representing, but is unable to attend all meetings. The content of meeting is not always relevant to community pharmacy. 

DK offered to attend meetings in CB absence.
5. LPF Representation.
SW requested further LPC representation to November meeting, TD and DK offered to attend.
6. Contract Application- Boots (UK)Ltd at Hardwick Retail Park, King’s Lynn.

A standing contract granted to Repeat Prescription OrderLine Ltd within this neighbourhood will lapse on the 29th October. Therefore precedent is already set for a need in area. The contract was considered desirable but maybe not necessary, as with previous application.
7. Weight Management Proposal.

TD proposal in final draft, 8 sites proposed as pilot. Areas of high demographic need targeted. Can be linked to health checks. Health checks main priority.
8. Patient Safety Alerts.

TD: distribution of these by email with contractor response system ensures safety alerts are being actioned promptly. SS gave positive feedback on the trial and praised the system as paper saving. NHS net desirable for this system (see above). 
9. Sexual Health Enhanced Service.

TD confirmed a £400 retainer per annum + service fees, available to all pharmacies, letters to be distributed soon. PCT promotion is heavily dependant on uptake.
                    
Report Section:

10. Skills for Success at Ickworth.

CB summarized day’s main points and speakers. Learned that in future pharmacy funding is being routed through PCTs.
11. Enhanced Service Update.

TD: minor injuries scheme possibly proposed, perhaps linked to Out of Hours service. Pharmacy prescribing of oral contraception also being investigated, IS expressed interest from PCT.
Smoking Cessation services need promoting and voucher scheme clarified. Facilitator role proposed and to be explored further. Committee agreed as good idea in principle.
                   
Any Other Business 

12. Rebekah Woodruff.
Bek stands down at this meeting after 3 years excellent service to the Committee.
TD Thanked Rebekah on behalf of Committee for all her hard work. A present, with contribution from the LPC will be presented to Bek asap.
H2N1/Swine flu - IS updated, £41,000 has been paid out to pharmacies so far for antiviral supply, 60 possible collections points now available if required.
Direct Dressings – TD says PCT intend to roll out direct supply of dressings, buy back deal will be put forward for redundant stock but will cover full packs only. 

Personal Health Plans – TD: plans could be linked heavily to MUR opportunities and would be worthwhile if properly signposted and administrated. TD given mandate to investigate further, bearing in mind workload implications, especially entering the winter period.
SW dentist/opticians are able to apply for funding from PCT for development of premises for services, why can’t pharmacy? PCT Premises Group are considering this and a Paper may be prepared for the Board.
On Behalf of Geoff Ray: TD raised the issue of Brand prescribing, which undermines the national contract and Category M system locally. Ian Small confirmed that there was no policy to increase the use of brands, in fact several had been deleted from ScriptSwitch last week. The issue may be the delay (at least) in GP practices changing patients back to generics. This is historically more of an issue in S. Norfolk, where use of brands was more common prior to PCT reconfiguration. IS will let LPC have current profile.

AMC prescribing was also raised- GR had received some urgent prescriptions for obscure items not kept in stock, against common sense prescribing. Also, following faxed script receipt it often takes much chasing of the prescription and undue delay in receipt. This was echoed by many at the meeting. IS will meet with AMC and raise these issues again.
TD and IS will produce a “Contacts” list for Contractors and post on website.
Next meeting to be held: Thursday 19th November 2009, Drayton Old Lodge.
