COVENTRY LPC - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.

(Paul Insley MRPharmS)

The past year has been full of changes, both from an LPC perspective and from an NHS Coventry perspective.

Chairman - I have been elected to the Chair which has been a phenomenal learning experience for me, both in respect of Committee meetings and also when representing LPC at meetings with NHS Coventry and with representatives from the new GP-led Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs). As Chair I have also represented Coventry LPC at the PSNC’s annual meeting for LPC Chairs & Secretaries, where I was able to compare notes with other LPC Chairs. It was both enlightening and pleasing to appreciate that our LPC is doing very much better than most other LPCs, most of which have seen considerable levels of decommissioning in the last year due to the austere financial circumstances impacting on the NHS. 

LPC Membership - I would thank Amal Rampal for his energy and efforts during his time in the Chair, and also for his many years of service on the Committee in various other roles. I would also thank Rafica Ahmed (Boots) for her service to the Committee as she too has resigned from Coventry. (I understand she has joined Leicestershire LPC) The resignations from the LPC created both an independent vacancy and a Company Chemists Association (CCA) vacancy. After due processes, I am pleased to welcome Jas Heer (Independent) and Harkiran Bansal (CCA) onto the LPC.

Services - The fact that we have new service developments at all to report to AGM this year is testament to the strength of the relationship the LPC has developed with local NHS Commissioners. 

It is great to note the new Pharmacy First Service (pilot) which is underway, and I would hope that the findings of the pilot in due course will demonstrate a strong case for extending it to a fully commissioned service, ideally with the removal of the cap on service volumes.

Going Forward - The shadow Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) are getting themselves well organised and I am delighted to report an already strong working relationship with the Prescribing Lead for the CCG, now a regular attendee at our LPC open meetings. We will also be focussing energy on the new Health & Wellbeing Board (HWB) at the City Council which will increasingly be leading on Public Health Services. I hope to be able to report more new services next year, procured via the LPC from these new Commissioners. 

Paul Insley MRPharmS  -  LPC Chair
