Summary of advice for Primary Care prescribers of antivirals for swine flu. 
Oseltamivir Oral Solution 15mg in 1ml

· For infants less than one year old Oseltamivir Oral Solution 15mg in 1ml (20ml bottles) must be prescribed. 

· ALL stock of Oseltamivir Oral Solution is held at Mount Gould Hospital; this is open for 24 hours.

· This is an unlicensed product and will NOT be found on GP computer systems.

· A voucher system has been set up to order oseltamivir oral solution (attached).

· The voucher must be fully completed; any incomplete vouchers will be returned to the prescriber.

· The parent / flu friend should be instructed to take the voucher to ‘Enquiries’, Administration Block, at Mount Gould Hospital.
· Oseltamivir solution must be reserved for infants under one year old only. All children over one year should be prescribed the appropriate strength of the capsules (30mg, 45mg, or 60mg (as 2x30mg capsules)), which may be opened and the contents mixed with a sweetened liquid if necessary as stated in the oseltamivir SPC. These can be prescribed on an FP10 as below for collection from community pharmacies.
All other formulations of oseltamivir and zanamivir

· All community pharmacies in Plymouth (except Sainsbury’s) currently have stocks of oseltamivir capsules and zanamivir for inhalation. 

· Generate an FP10, give to the individual and advise them that a flu friend must collect the medication from a community pharmacy. 

· No other items should be prescribed on the FP10.

· An FP10 may be faxed if required to a community pharmacy and the original sent within 24 hours. 

· Ensure you are aware of the opening hours of pharmacies as several have extended opening hours.

· Do not direct to Mount Gould unless it is out of Pharmacy opening hours or if the prescription is for Oseltamivir Oral Solution.

· There will be no charge to patients who usually pay for their prescriptions. 

Out of hours services
· During pharmacy opening hours DDOC will provide the individual with an FP10 to take to a Pharmacy. 
· DDOC have a small stock of antivirals to issue at other times where appropriate.
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