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� Been in clinical waste market since 1963

� Specialist in Healthcare,chemical and hazardous 
waste collection, treatment and disposal

About PHS Wastemanagement

waste collection, treatment and disposal
� Contracts include NHS and Private Sector
� Private Key Accounts include :- Boots,Lloyds, 
Rowlands,Asda,Morrisons,Calea



� Devon/Plymouth/Torbay Primary Care Trusts
� Covers all Community Pharmacies and Dispensing 
GP Practices 
� Dedicated Driver (Shaun)
� Local Depot – PHS Exeter

Your contract

� Local Depot – PHS Exeter
� Local Disposal
� Dedicated waste management support staff based 
in Bolton

Email: Devon@phs.co.uk
Phone: 01204 704633



Legislation & 
Guidance



� The Duty of Care Regulations are set out in the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 (EPA 1990), 
Section 34

� Ensure that anyone who produces, stores, 
transports, treats or disposes of waste takes all 

Duty of Care Regulations 1991

transports, treats or disposes of waste takes all 
reasonable steps to keep waste safe and dispose of 
it legally without causing harm or pollution

� From “cradle to grave”



� Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2005 – Management of waste 
within England and Wales

� Compliant with European Waste Codes to 

Hazardous Waste

� Compliant with European Waste Codes to 
identify and treat waste appropriately

� Legal requirement to keep documentation 
for 3 years (consignment notes and returns)

� Re-defined common waste streams such 
as light tubes batteries and TV’s as 
hazardous



� Waste producers should ensure that treatment and 
disposal are “appropriate” to the waste

� Evidence required:
� An annual “Duty of Care” transfer note

Your Obligations

� An annual “Duty of Care” transfer note
� Consignment note copies
� Hazardous waste note copies

� Responsibilty to sort waste according to waste
category. Hazardous or Non Hazardous



� Safe Management of Healthcare waste issued 
2006 Replaces the HSAC’s 1999 “Safe Disposal of 
Clinical Waste” or Purple Book 

� Provides guidance on waste classification

� Replaces Clinical Waste Group A-E classification 

Guidance

� Replaces Clinical Waste Group A-E classification 
system

� Provides UK wide guidance on colour                
coding

� www.hse.gov.uk



Disposal Overview



� Common disposal methods in the UK healthcare 
market are:

� Landfill

� Deep landfill

Current methods of disposal

� Deep landfill

� Alternative (and emerging) technologies

� Incineration 

� Recycling and Recovery



� Required for anatomical, pharmaceuticals and 
lab waste

� Required for any sharps containing 
pharmaceuticals

� Most common disposal option for sharps (blood 

Incineration

� Most common disposal option for sharps (blood 
sharps)

� Wherever possible PHS policy is to use EfW 
incineration site 

� Expensive: approx £750 per tonne (disposal only)



Colour Coding 
WasteWaste



Colour Coding

� Should now be standard for most PCT’s and offered 
by most suppliers

� Are you aware of the new colour coding Guidance?� Are you aware of the new colour coding Guidance?



Overview



Infectious Clinical 
Definition
� Swabs/dressings/bandages/wipes
� Contaminated with blood/body fluids
� No sharps
� No medicines/pharmaceutical waste
� Hazardous waste� Hazardous waste
Disposal
� Use orange bags 
� Disposed of by incineration or alternative 

treatment



Medicinal sharps
Definition
� Sharps contaminated with medicinal 

residue
� Your Trust opted to treat all sharps in 

this way
� Also used for disposable instruments� Also used for disposable instruments
� Hazardous infectious
Disposal
� Single use, lockable, yellow sharps bin 
� Disposed of by high temperature 

incineration only



Sharps other 
Definition
� Sharps NOT contaminated with 

pharmaceuticals
� Also referred to as phlebotomy or blood 

sharps as used to take blood or 
administer salineadminister saline

Disposal
� Single use, lockable, orange lidded 

sharps bin 
� Disposed of by incineration or 

alternative treatment 



Pharmaceutical 
Definition
� Non-Hazardous medicines
� De-natured controlled drugs
� Containers re-used. Liners incorporated 

within each unit. This must not be 
removed.

� Should only contain Patient Returns � Should only contain Patient Returns 
and Out of Date Dispensary stock.

� No Counter Stock or sharps.

Disposal
� Pharmaceutical green bin 22 litre
� Disposed of by high temperature 

incineration only 



Cytotoxic & Cytsostatic 
Definition
� Medicines which destroy cells or stop 

them multiplying (refer to NIOSH list 
issued by the EA)

� Most often associated with 
chemotherapy & hormone treatment

� Hazardous� Hazardous
� Containers replaced at each exchange
Disposal
� Single use, lockable, purple lidded 

“cyto” bin 
� Disposed of by high temperature 

incineration only 



EWC codes 
18 01 WASTES FROM NATAL CARE, DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT OR PREVENTION 

OF DISEASE IN HUMANS

18 01 01 sharps (except 18 01 03)
18 01 02 body parts and organs including blood bags and blood preserves 

(except 18 01 03)
18 01 03* wastes whose collection and disposal is subject to special 

requirements in order to prevent infection
18 01 04 wastes whose collection and disposal is not subject to special 18 01 04 wastes whose collection and disposal is not subject to special 

requirements in order to prevent infection (for example dressings, 
plaster casts, linen, disposable clothing, diapers)

18 01 06* chemicals consisting of or containing dangerous substances
18 01 07 chemicals other than those mentioned in 18 01 06
18 01 08* cytotoxic and cytostatic medicines
18 01 09 medicines other than those mentioned in 18 01 08
18 01 10* amalgam waste from dental care



Questions & Comments


