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Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers
Guidance for the use of antiviral authorisation 
vouchers in Plymouth

The Voucher Scheme

Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers have been produced for GPs, delegated healthcare professionals or any other staff that has been authorised by a PCT according to the national protocol, to use during the swine flu pandemic. The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP), the General Practitioners Committee of the BMA and Department of Health have stated that:
1. Authorisation vouchers should be used for all children under 13 years of age.

2. The blank “right hand side” of FP10s can be used for adults and children 13 years and older.

There are two types of Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers:

· For adults and children aged one year and over (AVA)

· For children under the age of one year (AVB)

How to request antivirals

A. For children 13 years and older and adults

The blank, “right hand side” of the normal FP10 prescription form should be used to authorise supply – unless GPs are not at their practice premises, in which case they should use the voucher (see B below). 

When using the “right hand side” you should generate one as if you were issuing a private prescription. It is important to endorse it with the letters “ACP” so that Antiviral Collection Points are clear that this is an authorisation for the supply of an antiviral and not a private prescription.

B. For children aged 1 year and up to 13 years old – Use Authorisation Voucher AVA – Antivirals for adults and children aged 1 year and over

Requesting Tamiflu

For children aged one year and over including adults, the authoriser must tick the required Tamiflu (oseltamivir) capsule size based on the child’s weight, or age band when weight is not known.

Requesting Zanamivir (for children over five years and adults)
Zanamivir is the preferred medicine for pregnant women and for patients with severe renal failure.  Patients with renal failure may carry a ‘card’ or leaflet provided by their renal unit.

C. For children under one year old - Use Authorisation Voucher AVB: Antivirals for children under the age of 1 year

There are two preparations of liquid oseltamivir for children under the age of one year.  The authoriser must clearly circle the correct weight range for both preparations of oseltamivir. Supplies of liquid oseltamivir are only held at Mount Gould and people should be directed there.
The two preparations are of a different strength:

· Tamiflu suspension manufacture by Roche is presented as 12 mg in 1 ml

· Oseltamivir solution manufactured by designated hospital pharmacy manufacturing units is presented as 15 mg in 1 ml.

[Those authorising antivirals for children under the age of one should be aware that the 15 mg / ml solution is the preparation which is most likely to be supplied at collection points.]
Recording requirements

The ordering of the antiviral should be recorded in the practice’s patient record and where possible in an auditable format e.g. by adding to the medication record.
General guidelines for completing Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers

Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers must be completed fully and accurately using legible handwriting and permanent dark ink. 
Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers must be completed manually and are not designed to go through GP prescribing systems.

To reduce the risk of theft and misuse never pre-sign blank Antiviral Authorisation Vouchers. 
Providing authoriser contact details (applies for voucher types AVA and AVB)
	Name of authorising GP or other delegated healthcare professional
PCTs can authorise any staff to issue authorisation vouchers according to the national protocol
	Prescribers
Name

Other authorised staff
Name as well as the name of PCT providing authorisation

Please note:
Authorisers who are not registered healthcare professionals should put a line through “of authorising GP or other delegated healthcare professional”

	Address
	Address of the authoriser including postcode

	PCT Name
	PCT area in which antivirals are being authorised

	Telephone
	Telephone number where the authoriser can be contacted

	Practitioner PIN
	Prescribers
Provide their registration number

(GMC registration number, NMC registration number or RPSGB registration number)

Other authorised staff:
Registered healthcare professionals provide their registration number as above

Non healthcare professionals leave this field blank

	Signature 
	Signature of the authoriser

	Date
	Date the antiviral has been authorised


