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Devon LPC 2008



Plymouth LPC ‘Your Forum!’
Tuesday 21st October 2008, The Beefeater Marsh Mills

Attendees

Mark Stone Chair
Philip Dawes

David Chapman
Ann Jones
David Bearman
Simon Barratt
Teresa Collins
Jennifer Jones
Alfie Calland

Tahlia Craig

Geoff Gibbs

Olga kazimierska
Sian Retallick
Candy Heybourne
Gemma Hooper
Will Mckerron
Ratna Saksena
Jenni Walklin
Martin Clarke
Ivan Morillo
Marian Koch

Vivienne Field


Meeting Minutes

1. Discussion on the ‘terms of reference’ of the forum meeting and group’s purpose
i. The locality forum aims were discussed. The most important overriding aim was for the forum to be totally YOURS! - Meaning that it was entirely up to the members what was discussed and what work would be facilitated by the Chair, Mark Stone.
Aims: 
1) To facilitate sharing of best practice

2) To provide a group where opinions and ideas can be exchanged
3) To allow members to discuss pharmacy issues in a local setting
ii. A local pharmacy news and a national pharmacy news section, was agreed to be a common item in the ‘Your Forum’ meeting. David would provide the local perspective and Mark would inform the group of any interesting national issues.
iii. Meeting would be held quarterly and in the same venue.
2. White paper consultation document
i. Mark presented a quick summary of the White paper ‘Building strengths delivering the future’. He also spoke about each question area and the implications for pharmacy in the future.
ii. In small groups the attendees worked through each of the questions posed by the Department of health in the consultation document.
→ Action: Alfie Calland and Ann Jones of the group decided that they would coordinate a response to the consultation document. Other members also agreed that they would be involved in the LPCs consultation response evening in Glazebrook house in November.
3. Plymouth PCT new prescribing policy

i. The group discussed the new beta 2 agonist prescribing policy that was indicated in a letter to contractors.
ii. Concerns were raised from many of the pharmacists to another cut on the income for pharmacy. The Category M changes in October 2007 had caused some larger groups to cut staff numbers by redundancies and there were fears that this prescribing change would cause more cut backs.
iii. Some of the group confessed to not fully understanding the large changes that this change would cause to a pharmacies income.
iv. The group discussed the complex framework for pharmacy reimbursement. It was noted by many how much of the remuneration required by pharmacies came from the purchase profits on the items dispensed. The new contract provides 25% of funding through this profits route and schemes like the branded originator switch of Salbutamol CFC to Ventolin Evohaler undermined this funding route.
→ Action: The group voted on whether we as forum should take any action to make sure our concerns were heard by the PCT.
→ Action: The group decided that we should write to both the head of the PCT and the medicines management team to express our concerns that this change could have on pharmacy. Mark to facilitate letter with other forum members.
4.  Next meeting
i. It was arranged that the next meeting would take place in late January on Thursday the 29th January 2009.

 → Action: Mark to arrange the same venue and food. Date should be advertised in mail out to pharmacies
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